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THE PHRASE “road trip” is power-
fully evocative, conjuring up 
images of adventure and explora-
tion, new vistas to experience and 

new people to encounter. Travel is an oppor-
tunity to expand our perspectives and open 
our eyes to other cultures, histories and com-
munities, and a road trip literally puts our 
boots on the ground, allowing for the most 
meaningful connection between us and other 
people and places.

The power of road-tripping became imme-
diately apparent in the responses from Costco 

members when we asked them to submit 
their “best road trip” candidates. Hundreds 
of submissions poured in. 

State and national parks were a common 
theme—there was a collective sense of won-
der at the geographical marvels and abun-
dant wildlife that exist within these United 
States. Another collective theme was the 
power of memories made and shared, and 
the joy in revisiting those moments.

To those who sent in their photos and sto-
ries, we thank you. To our readers, we invite 
you to travel along.—T. Foster Jones

MY HUSBAND and I 
sold our Chicago condo and 

were driving to our home in Southern 
California. We decided to stop at 
kitschy roadside stops that wouldn’t 
add a lot to our long drive time.

Some of our funny favorites were:
Ehlenbach’s Cheese Chalet in 

Wisconsin. Who can resist a giant cow 
statue? And it was a great place to stock 
up on car snacks.

The Spam Museum in Minnesota. 
Free, fun and the first time my husband 
tasted Spam. (He liked it!) The Jolly 
Green Giant statue and museum in Blue 
Earth, Minnesota; the Corn Palace in 
South Dakota (it was great to see true 
American heartland artwork). Roberts 
Prairie Dog Town in Badlands National 
Park, South Dakota—a small place but 

lots of laughs watching these guys play.
Of course we stopped at Mount 

Rushmore and Yellowstone and the 
Tetons, but that’s for another road-
trip story.

Louise and Steve C.
Irvine, California

THIS PAST SUMMER, my husband and I 
went on the road trip of a lifetime: For 33 
days we traveled counterclockwise from 
Seattle and visited 10 national sites— 
Mount Rainier, Crater Lake, Sawtooth, 

Grand Teton, Yellowstone, Glacier, 
Waterton, Banff, Jasper and North 
Cascades in the Pacific Northwest 
region of the U.S. and Canada.

We watched the total solar eclipse 
from Sawtooth National Forest in 
Idaho, which was on the line of totality. 
We saw everything from majestic old-
growth forests to explosive geyser erup-
tions to remote turquoise lakes with 
floating icebergs perched high in the 
mountains. We encountered abundant 
wildlife, including elk, moose, bears, 
mountain goats and bighorn sheep. 
We hiked nearly 250 miles of trails, 
scaling numerous mountain peaks and 
befriending many like-minded nature 
enthusiasts along the way. 

Theresa and Anton Wang
Portland, Oregon

Clockwise from top left: 
Moraine Lake and Peyto Lake 
in Banff National Park, Alberta, 
Canada; Maple Pass Loop trail 
in North Cascades National 
Park in Washington State.
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Clockwise from top left: Corn Palace, 
Jolly Green Giant, Prairie Dog Town.
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NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC named U.S. 
Route 89 the No. 1 Drivers’ Drive in the 
world. As founders of the US Route 89 
Appreciation Society (usroute89.com), 
my wife and I have made many road 
trips on this route, including the entire 
2,000-mile length from the Mexican 
border to Canada.

The highway passes through or near 
national parks, national monuments, 
state parks and historic sites.

In Montana, you’ll see sculptures of 
Blackfeet Warriors made from scrap 
metal at the Canadian border. In south-
ern Utah, the highway is designated as 
the Mormon Pioneer National Heritage 
Area, celebrating the contribution of the 
Mormon church to the settlement of the 
West. In Arizona, the culture of prehis-
toric Native Americans is preserved in 
ruins in five national monuments.

U.S. Route 89 also passes through 
four major geographic provinces: Great 

Plains, Rocky Mountains, Colorado 
Plateau, and Basin and Range. Travelers 
can experience the mountains and val-
leys of the Sonoran Desert and the 
Grand Staircase of canyons and plateaus 
on the Colorado Plateau, visit the lakes 
at the base of the towering Grand Tetons 
and the steaming geyser basins of 
Yellowstone, and follow a trail into the 
northern Rockies in Waterton-Glacier 
International Peace Park.

James and Barbara Cowlin,
Oracle, Arizona

Blackfeet Warriors sculptures 
(below left) and geyser basins 
in Yellowstone (above right), 
both in Montana, and stunning 
vistas (below) in Long Valley, 
Utah, along U.S. 89.

MY FRIEND Martha Knowlton and I are 
driving Route 66. We have completed 

two-thirds of the trip, and 
2018 will find us back 

for the last leg. While it 
was formally decom-

missioned as a national 
highway, much of 
Route 66 still exists.

We saw Elmer’s 
Bottle Tree Ranch; 

amazing murals in Barstow,  
California; ghost towns; the Grand 

Canyon Caverns, Arizona; and the 
Cadillac Ranch in Amarillo, Texas.

We stayed at unique hotels, includ-
ing one of two Wigwam Motels along 
the route (yes, every unit is a wigwam), 

and the Blue Swallow Motel in 
Tucumcari, New Mexico, where 
each room has its own garage 
and rotary phone (with instruc-
tions for the young ’uns). We 
also enjoyed the El Rancho 
Motel in Gallup, New Mexico. 
Each room bears the name of 
an iconic movie star who stayed 
there while filming classic 
Westerns nearby. (Ours was the John 
Wayne room.)

We ate at diners and original soda foun-
tains when possible, stopped to appreciate 
the role that trains have played in building 
the West and celebrated when we discov-
ered authentic Burma-Shave signs. We 
enjoyed the spontaneity of exploring Main 

OUR FAVORITE trip is the section of 
U.S. 395 that stretches more than 550 
miles from just north of San Bernardino, 
California, to the Oregon border.

Along the way it passes through 
remarkable landscapes dotted only with 
a few small towns. Its most spectacular 
section lies between the base of the 
Sierra Nevada’s eastern slopes and the 
western slopes of the White Mountains. 
The two ranges create the Owens Valley. 

With the floor at an altitude of 4,000 feet 
and peaks on each side higher than 14,000 
feet, it is twice as deep as the Grand 
Canyon and, during the fall season, just 
as visually amazing.

Driving along the route presents 
heart-stopping views and vistas of the 
turning fall colors against the granite 
wall of the Sierra Nevada range. And the 
side roads leading up the canyons and 
beside rushing mountain streams allow 

IN JUNE 2017, my husband and I and our four kids (ages 11, 
10, 8 and 6) packed up our minivan and hit the road. We trav-
eled from Kalamazoo, Michigan, to Winter Park, Colorado, 
with many stops along the way—Wisconsin Dells; Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, with a day trip to the Laura Ingalls 
Homestead in De Smet; the Badlands; Mount Rushmore; 
Yellowstone National Park; Grand Teton; and then Arches 
National Park near Moab, Utah. Our next stop was Mesa 
Verde National Park in Colorado, where we toured the cliff 
dwellings of the ancient Pueblo people. From there we drove 
through the Rocky Mountains, crossed the Continental 
Divide and spent time in Rocky Mountain National Park 
near Winter Park. It was an incredible adventure and an 
unforgettable family bonding experience.

Angie and Jim Byrne
Kalamazoo, Michigan

A traveler (below 
left) soaking up the 
color and a bristle-
cone pine (inset) in 
the Ancient Bristle-
cone Pine Forest 
along U.S. 395.

Jim and Angie Byrne with 
their children Elli, Isaac, 
Hannah and Caleb at Mount 
Rushmore (left) and Arches 
National Park (below).
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an even more thrilling and intimate con-
nection with nature.

The landscape is filled by groves of 
aspens showing off their bright yellow 
leaves, and cottonwoods and rabbitbrush 
with their orange and yellow foliage—all 
backdropped by the rocky wall of the 
Sierra abruptly rising 10,000 feet.

David Burckhard
San Jose, California

Street USA and mourned that parts were 
disappearing even as we traveled.

This is truly a journey rather than a des-
tination. We would encourage everyone to 
see it before it is gone.

Vickie Venne
Salt Lake City, Utah

Martha Knowlton 
(left) and Vickie 
Venne at the halfway 
point on Route 66.

© DAVID BURCKHARD
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THE CIRCA de Nebraska was a self- 
supported bicycle ride I and my two 
companions, Pat Grewe and Vic 
Faesser, created to  celebrate Nebras-
ka’s sesquicentennial as a state. The 
route followed the perimeter of 
Nebraska, as close to the state’s border 
as possible, on paved roads, covering 
1,294 miles in 19 days.

Among the more memorable 
sightings were the smallest incorpo-
rated city in the U.S. (one per-
son); the smallest town hall in 
the U.S. (10 feet by 10 feet); the 
home of the Tin Roof Sundae; 
the home of Larry the Cable 
Guy; the home of the first “fly-
ing doctor”; the home of the 
longest creek in the U.S.; and 
a town with the largest hail-
stone ever recorded. 

The tour was so enjoy-

able that the three of us will be doing it 
again this September, while adding 
short rides into each of the surrounding 
states (Nebraska, Missouri, Kansas, 
Colorado, Wyoming, South Dakota 
and Iowa). The ride will be dubbed 
the “Circa de Nebraska/7-State Tour” 
(circadenebraska.wordpress.com).

Ric Hines 
Omaha, Nebraska

Cyclist Vic Faesser 
(right and above, 
from left, with Ric 
Hines and Pat Grewe) 
on the Circa de 
Nebraska ride.

BEST ROAD TRIPS  
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 39

© VIC FAESSER

IN THE FALL of 1986 my family embarked  
on an 8,500-mile, 28-state road trip across the 
United States, from Washington State to 
Washington, D.C. We bought a travel trailer 
and a giant Oldsmobile. All six of us packed 
in: Mom, Dad, myself (age 14), two brothers 
(ages 12 and 10) and my baby sister (age 2 
months), pictured above. We traveled the U.S. 
for the next three months, visiting family, 
friends, national parks and museums along 
the way. It was an adventure to remember. 

As a 14-year-old, at times it was hard to 
be confined in a tiny space with all of one’s 
family. Looking back now, I am so thankful 
for our time together. 

Amy Lindsay-Eells 
Bothell, Washington


